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China 

Population The number of people living 
in a certain area. 

Overview of China 
China is a country in southern Asia. 
China is a vast country that has borders with 14 other countries. 
It also has a long coastline on the East and South China Sea, which are a part of the Pacific Ocean. 
Along with thousands of Pacific islands, Australia is part of a wider geographic region called Oceania. 
With an area of 9,596,960km, China is the 3rd largest country in the world by total area. 
About 1.4 billion (1400 million) people live in China. It is the most populated country in the world. 

Desert An area that receives less 
then 5cm of rainfall per 
year. 

Desertification Caused by too much farming 
or deforestation. The soil is 
too dry to grow anything. Physical Geography of China Human Geography of China 

Gorge A physical feature of the 
land. It is a deep, narrow 
valley with steep rocky walls 
on either side and a river 
running along the bottom. 

The Himalayas is a mountain range whose spread is across five 
countries: India, Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan and China. This range of 
mountains is home to the highest mountain: Mount Everest. 
The Yangtze River is located in China. It is the longest river in Asia, 
and the 3rd longest in the world, at 6300km. It’s source begins in 
the Tanggula Mountains and its mouth is the East China Sea. 
There are many scenic parts of the Yangtze River, including: 
Qutang Gorge, Xiling Gorge and Wu Gorge.  
The Three Gorges Dam has been constructed here to help prevent 
flooding further down the river. This controls how much water is 
allowed through into the river at any one time. 
The Gobi Desert is located in China, which is the second largest 
desert in Asia and the 5th largest in the world. It covers part of 
northern China as well as neighbouring Mongolia. 
The Gobi desert is a land of extremes: temperatures range from -
40 in winter to 45 in summer.  
Desertification is taking place in China at a fast pace. Desert areas 
are overtaking grassland, leaving fewer areas for farming. 
Desertification is also increasing the number of dust storms in 
cities across China. 

China has experiences huge amounts of economic growth in 
recent years.  
This has been possible due to many factors: 

• A wealth of natural resources 

• A large workforce 
Advantages to Economic Growth 
Poverty has been reduced and there are more jobs available. 
Companies from all over the world want to sell to China. 
China has world-class technology companies. 
Disadvantages to Economic Growth: 
Urban areas are becoming crowded 
China has built thousands of extra power stations to provide 
power to the new factories. This has had a major environmental 
impact with air pollution levels rising significantly, including CO2. 

 

Mountain A landform that has an 
altitude of more than 
2000ft. 

Rural An area with a low 
population often, referred 
to as the countryside 

Urban An area with a high 
population, often referred 
to as the city 

Life 
Expectancy 

The average number of 
years a person lives for in a 
certain area. 

The Great Wall of China 

Fertility Rate The average number of 
births per women 

The Great Wall of China is one of China’s most famous tourist 
attractions. 
It was built over a period of 2000 years from approximately 221BC 
to 1644AD.  
The main purpose for building the wall was to defend China 
against raids and invasions from other countries. Soldiers kept 
watch from the lookout towers for anyone approaching.  
The Great Wall of China is the longest man-made construction in 
the world, at 8850km long. In places it is up to 8m tall and is 
between 4-9m wide. 
Thousands of soldiers, prisoners and local people helped build it.  
Over 10 million tourists visit the Great Wall of China every year. An 
annual marathon is held along the wall every year, on the 3rd 
Saturday in May. 

Economic 
growth 

How much money a country 
makes through the increase 
in goods and services 
produced to sell to other 
countries. 

Chinese New Year 
Chinese New Year is one of the most important festivals in the 
Chinese Calendar. It falls between 21/01 and 20/02, as it is 
dictated by the Lunar calendar. It is known as the Spring Festival 
and traditionally, Chinese families clean their home beforehand. 
There are 3 days of public holidays for adults and children are off 
school for a month. The festival lasts for 15 days. 
On the eve of the new year, families get together for a special 
meal: ‘reunion dinner. Every home, building and street is 
decorated in red as it is believed to be a favourable colour. The 
Lion dance is performed to ward off bad luck. 

Export When a country sells to 
goods and services to 
another country 

Import When a country buys to 
goods and services from 
another country 



 


