
St Lawrence Primary School Knowledge Organiser – Year 5, Spring 2 
Anglo Saxons v Vikings 

Vocabulary/Glossary Background Information on the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings 

Anglo Saxons An inhabitant of England 
between the 5th century 
and the Norman Conquest 

For more than 500 years after the Romans left Britain, there were almost constant battles for land and power in Britain, first between 
the Anglo-Saxons and the Britons and then between the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. Battles were bloody, brutal and frequent.  
By AD 600, England was separated into 7 different Kingdoms, all ruled by an independent King who were always striving to be become 
the most powerful. 

Vikings Norse people from 
Scandinavia: Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark 

The Early Vikings Viking Life 
The Vikings came from the modern Scandinavian countries of 
Denmark, Norway and Sweden. They travelled in boats called 
longboats and first arrived in Britain around AD 787. They invaded 
Britain to gain the riches to be found, as well as to find farmland, 
as their own lands were overpopulated.  
They invented the Longboats as they were quick on water and 
were a sign of wealth. They were perfect for attacking coastal 
towns, being able to sail in shallow waters. They were also known 
as ‘drakkars’ as there was a dragon’s head carved into the prow of 
the boat. These dragon’s heads became feared among local 
people. 
The Vikings raided places such as monasteries and pillaged 
expensive items to trade, such as gold, jewels, imported foods and 
other useful materials. One such place they raided was Lindisfarne. 
As the Vikings were not Christian, they saw the defenceless 
monasteries as easy targets.  
The Vikings also began to colonise Britain, starting in Scotland and 
moving further south into England. 

FARMS – Vikings lived on farms and kept cows, pigs and sheep for 
milk, wool and meat. 
CRAFTWORKERS – They worked with materials such as leather and 
metal to make weapons, pots, belts, purses, drinking horns and 
others.  
HOUSES – Walls made of stone or wood. A straw roof. Wattle and 
daub were used for the inside of the walls. 
JEWELLERY – Worn to show off how rich a person was. 
PAGANS – Vikings arrived as pagans but eventually converted to 
Christianity. 
SAGAS – Vikings used rhyme to tell stories about advantages and 
battles against monsters.  
WRITING – Some Vikings learnt to read and write and developed 
the runic alphabet.  
WOMEN – Women worked in the home. Most children did not go 
to school so could not read or write. Instead, they helped their 
parents: boys learnt to hunt and be brave warriors; girls learnt how 
to run the household, cook and make clothes. 

Kingdom An area ruled by a King 

Viking 
Longboat 

There were long, light and 
slender boats that could 
move quickly on water 

Prow The pointed part of a ship 

Drakkars The dragon heads carved 
into the prow of a longboat 

Raid A surprise attack 

Pillaged To violently steal something 

Lindisfarne An island off the east coast 
of England. A Christian 
monastery was attacked by 
the Vikings. It was so 
terrible, people believed 
God was punishing them 

Pagans A religion where many gods 
and goddesses are 
worshipped 

Map of England in AD 793 
England were split into 7 different 
Kingdoms, each ruled by an  
independent King. The Kings were  
advised by a group of powerful nobles 
called the Witan 
 

A map of England in AD 886 
England following the first Viking 
invasion where they continued to  
raid England. 
 

Runic Alphabet A series of symbols to 
represent a sound 

Wattle and 
Daub 

A building method: wattle 
is daubed with sticky 
material made from a 
combination of wet soil, 
clay, sand, animal dung and 
straw to line the build the 
walls 

The Witan Powerful nobles who 
advised the Kings 



‘Alfred the Great’ Unification 

Alfred was the first King to defeat the Vikings and he helped to became unifying 
England together. He was a popular King who helped to bond the Anglo-Saxons. 
Even though Alfred arranged a peace treaty with the Vikings, there was always 
the threat of an invasion. He organised forts and fortified cities to be built, known 
as ‘burhs’. He also developed a fleet of fighting ships.  
The Anglo-Saxon Army were very different to the Vikings as they were farmers 
who were called to battle. Consequently, many couldn’t stay in the Army for long 
as they had to tend their land. So, Alfred split the Army into 2 groups, rotating 
them around every 6 months to ensure the Army remained strong. He also began 
to translate many books into English from Latin and introduced new laws which 
had to be obeyed by all, helping to unite the people previously split into the 
different Kingdoms.  
Alfred died in 899 and is buried in the city of Winchester.  

By the 900s, there was peace between the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings, remaining separate yet 
peaceful. Anglo-Saxon England was becoming a country that was strong, cultured and prosperous.  
When King Alfred the Great died, he was succeeded by his son, Edward the Elder and, when he died, 
his son Athelstan (King Alfred’s grandson) became King.  
King Athelstan is regarded as the first King of all England. During his reign, he drove the Vikings back 
more and more and was able to claim control over a greater area of land. 
In 1016, King Edmund died, leaving England under the control of the Danish King, Cnut. King Cnut was 
also King of Denmark and ruled much of Norway. 
King Cnut split England into 4 earldoms: 2 Viking and 2 Anglo-Saxon.  
When King Cnut died, in 1035, there followed 7 years of war deciding who should be the next King. 
Eventually, Edward was chosen. He later became known as ‘Edward the Confessor’ because of his 
Christianity. Under his rule, England became the most powerful Kingdom in Europe. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


