
St Lawrence Primary School Knowledge Organiser – Year 4, Spring 1 
The Rainforests 

Vocabulary Causes of Deforestation Class text 

Biodiversity The wide range of living things on 
Earth. 

1. To clear space for farming: growing crops (e.g., 
soya beans & palm oil) and space for cattle to 
generate cheap beef. 

2. Chopping down trees for wood. 
3. To build roads to mine for metals, gold & 

diamonds. 
4. To dig for soil. 
5. To flood areas to make dams & generate 

electricity. 
6. To build more settlements for all the workers.  

Climate The weather and temperature usually 
found in an area over a long period of 
time. 

Humid Having a high level of moisture in the 
air. 

Temperate Places where it is neither very hot nor 
very cold. Usually has warm summers 
and cool winters. 

Emergent 
Layer 

Giant trees that enjoy the most sun 
but high winds and cold. 

 
 

 

Canopy The tallest layer of trees in a forest. 

Understorey Relatively dark, open area below the 
canopy. 

Undergrowth/ 
forest floor 

Also known as the forest floor, mainly 
consisting of fallen leaves, fruit etc that 
decomposed as food for trees. 

Tropical Around the middle of the world in the 
regions called ‘The Tropics’ where it is 
warm all year. 

Interesting Facts about the Rainforests 
Rainforests cover approximately 6% of the Earth’s surface 
but contain more than ½ of the world’s plants. About 90% of 
organisms are found in the canopy. 
About 30 million species of plants and animals live in 
tropical rainforests. 
There are 2 types of rainforests – TROPICAL and 
TEMPERATE. Tropical rainforests are generally warmer than 
temperate ones. 
Many things in our homes come from rainforests including: 
chocolate, sugar, rubber, bamboo and many medicines. 

 

Monsoon A large-scale weather pattern that 
involves a seasonal wind shift over a 
particular region, usually accompanied 
by an increase in atmospheric moisture 
and precipitation. 

Indigenous A living thing that belongs naturally to 
an area. 

Deforestation The destruction of trees over a large 
area. 

 


