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Extreme Earth 

Vocabulary   Core Book 

Earthquake Earthquakes occur when two large pieces of 
the Earth’s crust suddenly slip. This causes 
shock waves to make the surface of the Earth 
shake in the form of an earthquake. 

 
 

Tectonic 
plate 

Tectonic plates are parts of the lithosphere 
that break up into huge rock slabs, or crustal 
plates. 

Tsunami A tsunami is a large ocean wave usually 
caused be an underwater earthquake or a 
volcanic explosion. Tsunami’s are NOT tidal 
waves. 

Flood A flood happens when water covers land that 
usually dry. A flash flood is a term we use to 
describe a flood that happens very quickly in 
low-lying land and it’s usually caused by very 
heavy rains. 

Charities 

Richter scale Earthquakes are measured using the Richter 
scale. It measures the magnitude of an 
earthquake’s shock waves on a machine called 
a seismograph. 

Well-known earthquakes and tsunamis Disasters Emergency Committee - The 
committee brings together 14 UK 
charities when crisis hits poorer 
countries. The charities include Age 
International, British Red Cross, 
CAFOD, Christian Aid, Islamic Relief 
Worldwide, Oxfam GB, and Save the 
Children UK. 

Here is a list of well-known earthquakes and 
tsunamis that have happened around the world. 

Seismograph An instrument that measures and records 
details of earthquakes, such as force and 
duration. 

Earthquakes Tsunamis 

Chile – 22nd May 1960. 
Magnitude 9.5 

Alaska – 27th March 
1964. Height – 70m – 
one of the largest waves. Key questions 

Magnitude The size of the shock waves is called the 
magnitude. 

Sumatra – 26thDecember 
2004. Magnitude 9.1 

Sumatra – 26thDecember 
2004, caused by the 
earthquake. One of the 
deadliest in history. 

What can you find out about well-known 
earthquakes and tsunamis? 

Tell someone how earthquakes and 
tsunamis happen. 

Fault line A break or fracture in the ground that occurs 
when the Earth's tectonic plates move or shift 
and are areas where earthquakes are likely to 
occur. 

Japan – 11th March 
2011. Magnitude 9.1 

Japan – 11th March 
2011, caused by the 
earthquake. 

How have charities helped? 

 

Wave 
shoaling 

Shoaling is an increase in wave amplitude that 
happens when water waves (not just tsunamis) 
go from deep to shallow water – particularly at 
the coast. 

   

Hypocentre The hypocentre is the area below the earth’s 
surface; it is the place where the earthquake 
began. 

   



 


