St Lawrence Primary School Knowledge Organiser – Year 6, Autumn 1 – Terrible Tudors
Monarch

Vocabulary
A leader of a country, e.g. a King or Queen

Core Book
The Tudor Rose

Heir

The person next in line to throne who will take
over when the current King or Queen dies.

Reign

The period of time that a monarch rules.

Henry VIII

Church of
England

Henry VIII created the Church of England so
that he could divorce his first wife. The catholic
church did not permit divorce.
Reformation The act of changing (reforming) something. In
this case the reformation of the church to
remove the Pope’s control.
Divorce
The legal end of a marriage.

Key Questions:
What happened during the
Battle of Bosworth?
Who were the Tudors?

Execution

Being put to death.

Treason

To betray your country or monarch.

Beheading

A punishment which resulted in your head
being chopped off with an axe.

Gallows

A wooden structure where people were hung by
a piece of rope around their neck.

Stocks

A block of wood with two holes for your hands
and a hole for your head to go in. Local people
threw rubbish and rotten food at the people in
the stock.

Crime and Punishment
There were no police during the Tudor times. However,
laws were harsh and wrongdoing was severely punished. In
Tudor times the punishments were very, very cruel. People
believed if a criminal’s punishment was severe and painful
enough, the act would not be repeated and others would
deter from crime as well.
A public execution was an event not to be missed and
people would queue through the night to get the best
places. There was always a carnival atmosphere and pie
sellers, ale merchants and producers of execution
memorabilia did a good trade. 70,000 people suffered the
death penalty during the reign of Henry VIII.
There were many different methods of execution including:
beheading, hanging from the gallows or burning.

What would happen to you if
you were accused of treason
during the Tudor times?

